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Odezwa „Protest!” została wydana nakładem konspiracyj-
nej drukarni w 5 tys. egzemplarzy. Miała formę jednostro-
nicowej ulotki-plakatu. Latem 1942 roku, w czasie wielkiej 
akcji likwidacyjnej w warszawskim getcie, w ramach któ-
rej do obozu zagłady w Treblince Niemcy wywieźli niemal  
300 tys. Żydów, była nielegalnie kolportowana na ulicach 
stolicy. Treść odezwy stanowiła wyraz zdecydowanego sprze-
ciwu polskich katolików wobec dokonującej się od wiosny 
1942 roku zagłady Żydów. Niemieccy oprawcy, którzy lu-
dobójczej akcji nadali kryptonim Einsatz Reinhardt (na cześć 
jednego z pomysłodawców Zagłady, SS-Obergruppenführera 
Reinharda Heydricha), na miejsce zbrodni wybrali Polskę, 
będącą największym skupiskiem ludności żydowskiej w Eu-
ropie. Autorką „Protestu!” była liderka Frontu Odrodzenia 
Polski, Zofia Kossak-Szczucka.

Zofia Kossak-Szczucka (1889–1968) – powieściopisarka 
i działaczka katolicka, w czasie II wojny światowej zaanga- 
żowana w akcję ratowania Żydów. Była inicjatorką powstania 
w 1941 roku tajnej organizacji katolickiej Front Odrodze-
nia Polski. W  imieniu organizacji napisała i  opublikowała  
11 sierpnia 1942 roku odezwę „Protest!”. Miesiąc póź-
niej wraz z  inną działaczką podziemia, Wandą Krahelską-
-Filipowiczową, powołała Komisję Pomocy Społecznej dla 
Ludności Żydowskiej. 4 grudnia 1942 roku Komisja zo-
stała przekształcona w  Radę Pomocy Żydom. Organizacja 
pod konspiracyjnym kryptonimem „Żegota” (wymyślonym 
przez pisarkę) weszła do struktur Polskiego Państwa Pod-
ziemnego. Zofia Kossak-Szczucka została pośmiertnie uho-
norowana najwyższym izraelskim odznaczeniem cywilnym 
„Sprawiedliwy Wśród Narodów Świata”.

Zofia Kossak-Szczucka – fotografia 
portretowa z okresu międzywo-
jennego (zbiory Narodowego 
Archiwum Cyfrowego)



Manifesto: 5 000 copies of this Protest were issued by  
underground printers. It was a one-sided leaflet, distributed  
illegally in Warsaw during the Liquidation of the Warsaw 
Ghetto in the summer of 1942. During that operation  
Germans transported almost 300,000 Jews to the Treblinka 
extermination camp. It was a strong protest of Polish Cath- 
olics against the mass extermination of the Jews in 1942.  
The German oppressors, who gave the operation the code 
name Einsatz Reinhardt (in honor of one of the genocide 
idea-givers SS-Obergruppenführera Reinharda Heydrich) 
this country as the crime scene, as it had the highest  
concentration of the Jewish population. The author of the 
leaflet was Zofia Kossak-Szczucka, leader of the Poland’s  
Rebirth Front.

Zofia Kossak-Szczucka (1889–1968) – was a Polish  
writer and World War II resistance fighter. She rescued Jews 
during the war. In 1941 she co-found the Poland’s 
Rebirth Front. She published the Manifesto on August 11, 
1942. On December 4, 1942, with Wanda Krahelska- 
-Filipowicz she co-founded the Council to Aid Jews  
codenamed Żegota. It became a part of Underground  
State structures. After her death Zofia Kossak-Szczucka  
was honored by the State of Israel with the Righteous  
Among the Nations Medal. 

Manifesto “Protest” (Polin Museum)

In the Warsaw Ghetto thousands of condemned persons are waiting for death behind the big wall that 
separates them from the city. There is no hope, no chance for help. Torturers are running around the streets. 
They shoot at anyone who is brave enough to leave their house. They also shoot people who stand in the 
windows. The streets are full of dead bodies.

Every day the number of killed is between 8-10 thousand. Jewish policemen are obliged to deliver the victims 
to German executioners. If they refuse, they will die themselves. Weak children are loaded onto carts. They 
are so brutally thrown onto the wagons that many of them died before they arrive at the train station. Their 
helpless mothers watch in desperate frenzy. The number of those delirious from heartbreak and horror equals 
the number of those shot.

Rail wagons wait on the ramp. The oppressors use force to push 150 people in into each of the  wagons.  
A large layer of whitewash and chlorine are on the floor. The wagon doors are sealed. Sometimes the train 
leaves straight away, sometimes it stands a day or two. No one cares anymore. The wagons are filled up so tight, 
that the dead bodies cannot fall and stand neck in neck with those still alive. People die slowly in the fumes  
of whitewash and chlorine, due to lack of air, water and food. No one will come out of this alive. Wherever 
the train arrives, it will only carry corpses. A quick death would be liberation from this. The Germans already 
foresaw this fact. They closed all pharmacies in the ghetto so poison could not be purchased. There is no 
weapon. The only alternative is a suicide jump from the window. Many people escape the executioners this way. 

The same horrors as in the Warsaw Ghetto take place in many smaller cities in Poland. The total number  
of Jews killed is already over a million and this number increases every day. Everyone is dying. The rich and  
the poor, the elderly and young people, women, men and children they all die calling for Jesus and Virgin Mary, 
just like the Jews. Their only guilt is that they were born as Jews, condemned to extermination by Adolf Hitler.

The world watches the crime, the cruelest among the cruel and is silent. The slaughter of millions takes place 
in the silence of the world. Executioners are silent too, they don’t brag about what they do. England and the 
United States are also silent. Even the influential international Jewish community remains silent. The Poles are 
silent too. Polish political Jewishs supporters only write newspaper notes, the opponents show a complete lack 
of interest. The Jews are surrounded by a host of Pilates washing their hands in innocence. 

This silence can no longer be tolerated. It’s wrong. You cannot be indifferent to this crime. Whoever is quiet 
becomes the murderer’s accomplice. If you don’t criticize it, you enable it.

We Poles - Catholics want to speak. Our feelings towards the Jews have never changed. We never stopped 
recognizing them as ideological, political and economic enemies of Poland. Moreover, we realize that they hate 
us more than the Germans, that they hold us responsible for their misfortune. Why? This is the secret of Jewish 
souls. This does not change the fact that we have a duty to condemn this crime.

We don’t want to be Pilates. We cannot stand up against the German murders but we protest with our 
hearts full of pity and indignation. We are required by God to protest, God forbids us to kill. We are required  
by our Christian consciousness. Every human being has the right to be loved by his fellow man. The blood of  
the defenseless cries to heaven for revenge. Those who oppose our protest, are not Catholics.

We also protest as Poles. We do not believe that Poland will benefit from the cruelty of the Germans. On the 
contrary, when the Jewish community is silent and German propaganda tries to blame Poles and Lithuanians 
for the slaughter of the Jews we sense that it is directed against us. We know how contagious crime can be.  
The Poles’ forced participation in a crime occuring on Polish soil can cause impassivity, sadism and consent. 

Who does not understand, who wants to connect free Poland with the joy of human suffering and death – is 
neither Catholic nor Polish!
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